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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR
CONTROLLING ACCELERATION TORQUE
OF HYBRID VEHICLE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority to and the benefit of
Korean Patent Application No. 10-2010-0122240 filed in the
Korean Intellectual Property Office on Dec. 2, 2010, the
entire contents of which are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

(a) Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a method and a system for
controlling acceleration torque of a hybrid vehicle. More
particularly, the present invention relates to a method and a
system for controlling acceleration torque of a hybrid vehicle
that can pbe sufficient acceleration without imposing burden
on a battery by changing a maximum torque of a vehicle
according to environmental variables.

(b) Description of the Related Art

Recently, electric vehicles or hybrid vehicles have been
developed and have attracted attention because of their
enhanced fuel economy capabilities. While the electric
vehicle generates driving torque of the vehicle only by a
motor, the hybrid vehicle generates driving torque for the
vehicle by an engine and a motor.

Typically, hybrid vehicles run in various modes (e.g., elec-
tric vehicle mode, hybrid mode, engine mode, and so on)
according to a driving condition thereof. While in the electric
vehicle mode, the driving torque is generated only by the
motor. While in the hybrid mode, the driving torque is gen-
erated by the motor and the engine. And while in the engine
mode, the driving torque is generated only by the engine.

Because the motor and the engine are operated together in
the hybrid mode, torque division is very important for
enhancing fuel economy and achieving a sufficient accelera-
tion. Generally, when an acceleration torque is determined,
the acceleration torque is divided between the engine and the
motor according to a predetermined ratio.

For example FIG. 4 shows a conventional method for cal-
culating the acceleration torque. FIG. 4 is a graph for explain-
ing a conventional method for calculating an acceleration
torque. As shown in FIG. 4, a minimum torque line and a
maximum torque line are stored in a control portion. The
minimum torque line is set by a creep torque according to a
vehicle speed for achieving creep driving of a vehicle (driving
ata D range without pushing an accelerator pedal). The maxi-
mum torque line is set by adding up a maximum torque of the
engine and a maximum torque of the motor according to the
vehicle speed. The minimum torque line and the maximum
torque line do not change.

For instance, if the vehicle speed is 60 km/h, the maximum
torque is 200 Nm and the minimum torque is =60 Nm. If a
driver pushes the accelerator pedal and the position of the
accelerator pedal is detected to be 50% at this state, the
acceleration torque is calculated as follow.

acceleration torque = (maximum torque + minimum torque) =

position of accelerator pedal

= (200 - 60)%0.5 = 70 Nm

However, the maximum torques over a driving period that
can be output from the engine and the motor are changed
according to environmental variables. According to a conven-
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tional method for calculating the acceleration torque, effects
of the environmental variables are not considered for calcu-
lating the acceleration torque. For example, when the vehicle
runs at the hilly or mountainous sections, the maximum
torque that can be output from the engine may be 50% of the
predetermined maximum torque of the engine. Therefore,
when the acceleration torque calculated by the conventional
method is divided between the engine and the motor, it is
difficult to maintain state of charge (SOC) of a battery.

The above information disclosed in this Background sec-
tion is only for enhancement of understanding of the back-
ground of the invention and therefore it may contain infor-
mation that does not form the prior art that is already known
in this country to a person of ordinary skill in the art.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has been made in an effort to provide
a method and a system for controlling acceleration torque of
a hybrid vehicle which efficiently managing SOC of a battery
by considering effects of engine environmental variables and
motor environmental variables on an acceleration torque of
the vehicle.

A method for controlling acceleration torque of a hybrid
vehicle according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention may include: setting a creep torque (creep torque)
as a minimum torque; calculating maximum torque that can
be output from an engine considering of engine environmen-
tal variables; calculating maximum torque that can be output
from a motor considering of motor environmental variables;
calculating maximum torque of the vehicle by adding up the
maximum torque that can be output from the engine and the
maximum torque that can be output from the motor; and
calculating acceleration torque by using a position of an
accelerator pedal, the minimum torque, and the maximum
torque of the vehicle.

In this embodiment, the engine environmental variables
may include an altitude at which the vehicle is current driving,
engine friction torque, and engine oil temperature. While at
the same time, the motor environmental variables may
include motor temperature and state of charge (SOC) of a
battery.

A system for controlling acceleration torque of a hybrid
vehicle according to another exemplary embodiment of the
present invention may include: an accelerator pedal position
detector configured to detect a position of an accelerator
pedal; a vehicle speed detector configured to detect vehicle
speed; an SOC detector configured to detect an SOC of a
battery; an environmental variable detector configured to
detect engine environmental variables and motor environ-
mental variables; and a control portion configured to set a
creep torque as a minimum torque, calculate a maximum
torque of a vehicle according to the engine environmental
variables and the motor environmental variables, and calcu-
late an acceleration torque by using the position of the accel-
erator pedal, the minimum torque, and the maximum torque
of the vehicle.

The control portion may calculate a maximum torque that
can be output from an engine considering of the engine envi-
ronmental variables, calculate a maximum torque that can be
output from a motor considering of the motor environmental
variables, and calculate the maximum torque of the vehicle by
adding up the maximum torque that can be output from the
engine and the maximum torque that can be output from the
motor.

The engine environmental variables may include the alti-
tude at which the vehicle is currently traveling, engine friction
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torque, and engine oil temperature. While at the same time,
the motor environmental variables may include motor tem-
perature and the SOC of a battery.

The control portion may further divide the calculated
acceleration torque to the engine and the motor according to
a ratio of the maximum torque that can be output from the
engine to the maximum torque that can be output from the
motor.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other features of the present invention will
now be described in detail with reference to certain exem-
plary embodiments thereof illustrated the accompanying
drawings which are given hereinbelow by way of illustration
only, and thus are not limitative of the present invention, and
wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a system for controlling
acceleration torque of a hybrid vehicle according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a method for controlling accelera-
tion torque of a hybrid vehicle according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a graph illustrating a method for calculating an
acceleration torque according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a graph illustrating a conventional method for
calculating an acceleration torque.

It should be understood that the appended drawings are not
necessarily to scale, presenting a somewhat simplified repre-
sentation of various preferred features illustrative of the basic
principles of the invention. The specific design features of the
present invention as disclosed herein, including, for example,
specific dimensions, orientations, locations, and shapes will
be determined in part by the particular intended application
and use environment.

In the figures, reference numbers refer to the same or
equivalent parts of the present invention throughout the sev-
eral figures of the drawing.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

An exemplary embodiment of the present invention will
hereinafter be described in detail with reference to the accom-
panying drawings.

The embodiment described in the present specification and
the configuration shown in the drawings are merely an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention and do not repre-
sent all of the technical spirit of the present invention. Thus, it
should be understood that there may be various equivalents
and modified examples that can replace the embodiments
described in the present specification and the configuration
shown in the drawings at the time of filling the present appli-
cation.

It is understood that the term “vehicle” or “vehicular” or
other similar term as used herein is inclusive of motor
vehicles in general such as passenger automobiles including
sports utility vehicles (SUV), buses, trucks, various commer-
cial vehicles, watercraft including a variety of boats and
ships, aircraft, and the like, and includes hybrid vehicles,
electric vehicles, plug-in hybrid electric vehicles, hydrogen-
powered vehicles and other alternative fuel vehicles (e.g.,
fuels derived from resources other than petroleum). As
referred to herein, a hybrid vehicle is a vehicle that has two or
more sources of power, for example both gasoline-powered
and electric-powered vehicles.
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FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a system for controlling
acceleration torque of a hybrid vehicle according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention.

A hybrid vehicle to which an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention is applied includes at least one engine 60
and at least one motor 70. In addition, the hybrid vehicle
provides a hybrid mode at which the engine 60 and the motor
70 are simultaneously operated.

As shown in FIG. 1, a system for controlling acceleration
torque of a hybrid vehicle according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention includes an accelerator pedal
position detector 10, a vehicle speed detector 20, a state of
charge (SOC) detector 30, an environmental variable detector
40, and a control portion 50.

The accelerator pedal position detector 10 detects a posi-
tion of an accelerator pedal (the amount/degree an accelerator
pedal has been pushed) and delivers a signal corresponding
thereto to the control portion 50, (e.g., a processor or control-
ler). If the accelerator pedal is pushed completely the position
of the accelerator pedal is 100%, and if the accelerator pedal
is not pushed at all, the position of the accelerator pedal is 0%.
Alternatively or in conjunction, a throttle valve opening sen-
sor installed at an intake passage may be used instead of the
accelerator pedal position detector 10 to determine the accel-
eration demand at an instantaneous period of time for a
vehicle. Therefore, it is to be understood that the accelerator
pedal position detector 10 can include the throttle valve open-
ing sensor and the position of the accelerator pedal includes
an opening of a throttle valve in this specification and claim
set.

The vehicle speed detector 20 is installed on a wheel of the
vehicle, detects a vehicle speed, and delivers a signal corre-
sponding thereto to the control portion 50.

The SOC detector 30 detects SOC of a battery and delivers
a signal corresponding thereto to the control portion 50.
Instead of directly detecting the SOC of the battery, current
and voltage of the battery may be detected and the SOC of the
battery may be estimated based thereon.

The environmental variable detector 40 detects engine
environmental variables and motor environmental variables,
and delivers a signal corresponding thereto to the control
portion 50. The engine environmental variables may include
the altitude that the vehicle is currently driving, a friction
torque of the engine 60, and a temperature of engine oil.

The altitude that the vehicle is currently driving is related to
amount and density of air flowing into the engine during one
cycle and an ambient temperature. Accordingly, engine out-
put is changed according to the amount and the density of the
air flowing into the engine during one cycle and is well-
known to a person of an ordinary skill in the art. In addition,
the friction torque of the engine 60 is changed according to
the output torque of the engine 60, the ambient temperature,
the coolant temperature, and engine oil temperature, and is
stored in a predetermined map. The engine oil temperature is
related to the ambient temperature. Therefore, the ambient
temperature may be used instead of the engine oil tempera-
ture.

The motor environmental variables may include a tempera-
ture of the motor 70 and the SOC of the battery. An output of
the motor 70 is related to current applied to the motor 70 and
mechanical friction. The current applied to the motor 70 can
be calculated from the SOC of the battery, and the mechanical
friction can be calculated from the SOC of the battery and the
temperature of the motor 70.

A maximum torque that can be output from the engine 60,
a maximum torque that can be output from the motor 70, and
creep torque (sum of an engine torque and a motor torque)
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enabling of creep driving of the vehicle are stored in the
control portion 50. Since the creep torque is the smallest
amount of torque that will ever be demanded from the vehicle,
the control portion 50 sets the creep torque as a minimum
torque.

In addition, the control portion 50 receives the signals from
the detectors 10, 20, 30, and 40, and calculates the maximum
torque that can be output from the engine 60 at a current
running state and the maximum torque that can be output
from the motor 70 at the current running state. The control
portion 50 calculates a maximum torque of the vehicle by
adding up the maximum torque that can be output from the
engine 60 and the maximum torque that can be output from
the motor 70.

In addition, the control portion 50 calculates an accelera-
tion torque by using the position of the accelerator pedal, the
minimum torque, and the maximum torque of'the vehicle, and
calculates an engine division torque and a motor division
torque which the engine 70 and the motor 60 should respec-
tively output. Accordingly, the engine 60 and the motor 70 are
operated according to the engine division torque and the
motor division torque calculated by the control portion 50.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a method for controlling accelera-
tion torque of a hybrid vehicle according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 2, a method for controlling acceleration
torque of a hybrid vehicle according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention begins at a starting state of the
vehicle at a step S210. If the vehicle is started, the control
portion 50 sets the creep torque stored therein as the minimum
torque at a step S220. The creep torque is a torque necessary
for driving the vehicle at a D range without a driver’s pushing
the accelerator pedal (i.e., the position of the accelerator pedal
is 0%).

At this state, the SOC detector 30 detects the SOC of the
battery and the environmental variable detector 40 detects the
engine environmental variables and the motor environmental
variables. The signal corresponding to the SOC of the battery
and the signals corresponding to the engine environmental
variables and the motor environmental variables are delivered
to the control portion 50 accordingly.

The control portion 50 calculates the maximum torque that
can be output from the engine 60 considering of the engine
environmental variables at a step S230. As described above,
the engine environmental variables include the current alti-
tude of the vehicle, the engine friction torque, and the engine
oil temperature (the ambient temperature).

At the step S230, a coefficient according to the altitude of
the vehicle, a coefficient according to the engine friction
torque, and a coefficient according to the engine oil tempera-
ture are calculated, and the maximum torque that can be
output from the engine 60 considering of the engine environ-
mental variables is calculated by multiplying the coefficients
by the maximum torque that can be output from the engine 60
at a normal state.

In addition, the control portion 50 calculates the maximum
torque that can be output from the motor 70 considering of the
motor environmental variables at a step S240. As described
above, the motor environmental variables include the tem-
perature of the motor 70 and the SOC of the battery.

At the step S240, a coefficient according to the motor
temperature and a coefficient according to the battery SOC
are calculated, and the maximum torque that can be output
from the motor 70 considering of the motor environmental
variables is calculated by multiplying the coefficients by the
maximum torque that can be output from the motor 70 at a
normal state.
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After that, the control portion 50 calculates the maximum
torque of the vehicle by adding up the maximum torque that
can be output from the engine 60 and the maximum torque
that can be output from the motor 70 at a step S250.

Subsequently, the accelerator pedal position detector 10
detects the position of the accelerator pedal which the driver
pushes at a step S260. Then, the control portion 50 calculates
the acceleration torque by using the position of the accelera-
tor pedal, the minimum torque, and the maximum torque of
the vehicle at a step S270.

Calculation of the acceleration torque according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention will be
described in detail with reference to FIG. 3.

FIG. 3 is a graph for illustrating a method for calculating an
acceleration torque according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.

In FIG. 3, an uppermost dotted line represents a maximum
torque line of the vehicle calculated according to a conven-
tional method. According to an exemplary embodiment ofthe
present invention, the maximum torque of the vehicle is
reduced by the environmental variables and is represented by
an upper solid line. Meanwhile, the creep torque is set as the
minimum torque in the conventional method and in the exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention. The minimum
torque is represented by a lower solid line.

As described above, when the vehicle speed is 60 km/h, the
acceleration torque according to the conventional method is
70 Nm. According to the exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, the minimum torque is —60 Nm, the same
as the minimum torque according to the conventional method,
but the maximum torque is 120 Nm by the environmental
variables. That is, the maximum torque of the vehicle is
reduced by the environmental variables. Therefore, the accel-
eration torque of the vehicle according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention will be calculated as
follow. Herein, let’s assume that the position of the accelera-
tor pedal is 50%.

acceleration torque = (maximum torque + minimum torque) =

position of accelerator pedal

= (120 - 60)%0.5 = 30 Nm

Thus, according to the exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, the acceleration torque of the vehicle is
calculated to be 30 Nm under the same condition of the
conventional method. Therefore, the acceleration torque is
reduced in the present invention based on the environmental
variables.

According to the conventional method, since the maximum
torque of the vehicle does not change, the calculated accel-
eration torque of the vehicle remains very high. Therefore, the
torque divided to the motor 70 is also high and therefore it is
very difficult to maintain the SOC of the battery optimally.

Advantageously, since the maximum torque of the vehicle
changes according to the environmental variables, the torque
divided to the motor 70 is determined optimally. Therefore,
the SOC of the battery can be managed optimally.

If the acceleration torque of the vehicle is calculated, the
control portion 50 divides the acceleration torque to the
engine 60 and the motor 70. If the maximum torque that can
be output from the engine 60 is T, ., and the maximum
torque that can be output from the motor 70 is T the

m,mot’
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torque T, (divided to the engine 60) and the torque T,,,
(divided to the motor 70) are calculated by following equa-
tions.

Teng™T* L eng Lo eng* Lo o)

m,eng’

T,

mot

=TT (T ong T

o™ Lnmot)

Herein, T indicates the acceleration torque of the vehicle.

If'the torques divided to the engine 60 and the motor 70 are
calculated, the control portion 50 controls the engine 60 and
the motor 70 based thereon. As described above, SOC of a
battery may be efficiently managed by considering of effects
of engine environmental variables and motor environmental
variables when an acceleration torque of a vehicle is calcu-
lated according to the exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. In addition, since the acceleration torque is pre-
cisely calculated, fuel economy may be improved.

Furthermore, the control mechanisms of the present inven-
tion may be embodied as computer readable media on a
computer readable medium containing executable program
instructions executed by a processor. Examples of the com-
puter readable mediums include, but are not limited to, ROM,
RAM, compact disc (CD)-ROMs, magnetic tapes, floppy
disks, and optical data storage devices. The computer read-
able recording medium can also be distributed in network
coupled computer systems so that the computer readable
media is stored and executed in a distributed fashion.

While this invention has been described in connection with
what is presently considered to be practical exemplary
embodiments, it is to be understood that the invention is not
limited to the disclosed embodiments, but, on the contrary, is
intended to cover various modifications and equivalent
arrangements included within the spirit and scope of the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for controlling acceleration torque to manage
a state of charge (SOC) of a battery of a hybrid vehicle,
comprising:

setting, by a control portion, a creep torque as a minimum

torque;
calculating, by the control portion, maximum torque that
can be output from an engine based engine environmen-
tal variables wherein the engine environmental variables
are detected by a detector, wherein the engine environ-
ment variables include an altitude of the vehicle, engine
friction torque, and an engine oil temperature;

calculating, by the control portion, maximum torque that
can be output from a motor based on motor environmen-
tal variables wherein the motor environmental variables
are detected by the detector, wherein the motor environ-
mental variables include motor temperature and the
SOC of the battery;

calculating, by the control portion, maximum torque of the
vehicle by combining the maximum torque that can be
output from the engine and the maximum torque that can
be output from the motor;
calculating, by the control portion, acceleration torque by
using a position of an accelerator pedal, the minimum
torque, and the maximum torque of the vehicle;

calculating, by the control portion, an engine division
torque and a motor division torque which the engine and
the motor respectively output, using the acceleration
torque; and

controlling, by the control portion, the engine and the

motor using the engine division torque and the motor
division torque to manage the SOC of the battery at an
optimal level.
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2. A system for controlling acceleration torque to manage
a state of charge (SOC) of a battery of a hybrid vehicle,
comprising:

an accelerator pedal position detector detecting a position

of an accelerator pedal;

a vehicle speed detector detecting vehicle speed;

an SOC detector detecting SOC of the battery;

an environmental variable detector detecting engine envi-

ronmental variables and motor environmental variables;
and

a control portion configured to set a creep torque as a

minimum torque, calculate a maximum torque of the
hybrid vehicle according to the engine environmental
variables and the motor environmental variables, and
calculate an acceleration torque by using the position of
the accelerator pedal, the minimum torque, and the
maximum torque of the vehicle,

wherein the motor environmental variables include motor

temperature and the SOC of the battery,

wherein the engine environmental variables include an

altitude of the vehicle, engine friction torque, and engine
oil temperature, and

wherein the control portion is configured to calculate an

engine division torque and a motor division torque
which the engine and the motor respectively output,
using the acceleration torque and is configured to control
the engine and the motor using the engine division
torque and the motor division torque to manage the SOC
of the battery at an optimal level.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the control portion
calculates a maximum torque that can be output from an
engine considering of the engine environmental variables,
calculates a maximum torque that can be output from a motor
considering of the motor environmental variables, and calcu-
lates the maximum torque of the vehicle by adding together
the maximum torque that can be output from the engine and
the maximum torque that can be output from the motor.

4. The system of claim 2, wherein the control portion
divides the calculated acceleration torque to the engine and
the motor according to a ratio of the maximum torque that can
be output from the engine to the maximum torque that can be
output from the motor.

5. A non-transitory computer readable medium containing
executable program instructions executed by a processor to
control acceleration torque to manage a state of charge (SOC)
of a battery of a hybrid vehicle, comprising:

program instructions that set a creep torque as a minimum

torque;
program instructions that calculate a maximum torque that
can be output from an engine based engine environmen-
tal variables wherein the engine environmental variables
are detected by a detector, wherein the engine environ-
ment variables include an altitude of the vehicle, engine
friction torque, and engine oil temperature;
program instructions that calculate a maximum torque that
can be output from a motor based on motor environmen-
tal variables wherein the motor environmental variables
are detected by the detector, wherein the motor environ-
mental variables include motor temperature and the
SOC of the battery;

program instructions that calculate a maximum torque of
the vehicle by combining the maximum torque that can
be output from the engine and the maximum torque that
can be output from the motor;

program instructions that calculate an acceleration torque

by using a position of an accelerator pedal, the minimum
torque, and the maximum torque of the vehicle;
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program instructions that calculate an engine division
torque and a motor division torque which the engine and
the motor respectively output, using the acceleration
torque; and

program instructions that control the engine and the motor 5
using the engine division torque and the motor division
torque to manage the SOC of the battery at an optimal
level.
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